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herself at its head, enlisted under the banner of Tantia Topi. She became his
most trusted adviser and friend; and after the fall of Delhi, Cawnpore, and Luck-
now, Tantia Topi began his famous retreat through Bundelcund, where he gave
much trouble to the British forces for several months. But the besieging circle
gradually closed around him, and Tantia Topi, with a handful of devoted followers,
was compelled to hide himself in the solitudes of the Vindhyas, The Eanee of
Jhansi, however, never abandoned him. In one of the last engagements she
charged in the front rank, and her body was afterwards found on the field of
battle, covered with wounds, while her features preserved their fierce and un-
yielding energy even in death. While she thus met her fate, Sir Hugh Eose was
besieging Jhansi, The fortress, after having been bombarded, was evacuated by
the rebels, who took refuge during the night on a neighbouring hill, which was
itself a natural fortress of great strength, After a severe struggle the English
gained possession of the only path leading to the summit, and drove the whole
garrison over the precipice on the other side; since which the precipice has been
known by the name of Eetribution Hill,

The English have made Jhansi the most important military station in Bundel*
cuud. The garrison comprises one European regiment and two of sepoys, besides
artillery and cavalry; and the cantonments destroyed by the rebels in 1857 have
been rebuilt on a larger .scale. The town and the province are under the direct
sway of a Soulah or Mahratta governor; to whom the Political Agent at Gwalior
had given us a letter from the king. The Soubah, on hearing of our arrival, called
upon us at the bungalow, bringing with him an elephant for our service during
our visit and he gave us all the information possible about the objects of interest
in his province, recommending us more especially to go and see Oorcha, the
ancient BoundSla capital, the ruins of which are a few miles south of Jhansi.

To the north of the cantonments a small range 'of hillocks, together with the
rock of the citadel, completely masks the town; and in front of these heights
extends the picturesque necropolis of the Eajahs of Jhansi Seen from the
distance, the numerous mausoleums, standing side by side in a double line, seem
to make up a very imposing monument, which i$ crowned by numerous spires
and turrets; but, on nearer view, they resolve themselves into a multitude of
small chapels* the style of which is not to be compared with that of the Maha
Sati at Ahar; but they are, nevertheless, the most important monuments in Jhansi.

On the other side of the heights is the Hindoo town, enclosed by walls and
stretching to a plain, interspersed with gardens; protected on the one hand by
the rock on the summit of which stands the citadel of Birsing, and on the other
skirting a beautiful lake, bordered by large trees and masses of granite.

The present town dates only from the seventeenth century, though it was
built by Birsing Deo upon the ruins of the ancient city of Chand&la. There is
no trace of any building belonging to the latter city; but its large bazaars, liked
with handsome houses, are by no means uninteresting. There is a large ti^de in
native goods, especially in Chand&a muslins; which, made in the Betwa provinces
out of the famous Nurma cotton, are much esteemed in India, and sell for a high
price, They are so light that a whole dress can be rolled into a parcel no larger
than, an apple. Blue cotton stuffs from the valley of the Dessaun are also sold at
Jfewrf, and Mgbly esteemed. The iiAabitants, who appear to be active and
laborious, are principally Bound&las, and number about foarty thousand